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Project Description 
1. Objective of the study 
Identification of possible scenarios of institutional transformations in the Eurasian space from a development perspective, and based on them to make recommendations for use in strategic decision making. 
      Uncontrolled flow of information, often distorting the reality, require analytical groups, which are able to identify the basic processes taking place in the global world and to give professional and practical advice to entities responsible for the future. 
2. Target group  
Politicians involved in the development of conceptual solutions for the development. 
      The proposed methodology and the results of study may also be of interest to the Think Tanks, research groups in the field of political economy, geopolitics and geo-economics. 

3. Key hypotheses 
The integration increases the predictability of economic processes, increases the chances of goal-setting, reduces the potential threat of conflict and leads to the accumulation of the multiplicative growth potential. 
    Are there objective and subjective prerequisites for the implementation of this hypothesis in Eurasia? 

   Within the study, to support the main hypotheses, it is proposed to review the following assertions: 

- globalization over the next 20 years will be through glocalization, as the regional associations create more opportunities for economic development. 
Moreover, glocalization shall assume divarication:
· Integration with more developed countries;
· Integration with countries of almost the same level of institutional development:
-  for countries with obsolete institutions, the union is hopeless and modernization should be through the concept of catch-up development in a given country, adopting the best experience and practice of the developed countries;
 - the countries with a strong subjectivity are in better position to make a breakthrough through individual participation in global processes. 
            - the countries without a pronounced subjectivity develop spontaneously, without a long-term vision for the future.
4. Additional pressing issues of the study 
As a result of the study, in addition to verification of the proposed main hypotheses it is recommended to answer the following questions:
· The integrating countries, as a rule, tend to have different objectives and have different motivations while engaging in a particular association, how to ensure that the combination of these objectives and to overcome the differences in motivations?

· How to preserve national identity, without leading to inhibition of the integration processes?
· How to address the issues of multi-level development in the integrating countries?

· How to bridge the gap between the narrow political goals and common interests?

· Issues to promote the regional association into the global space, as well as deepening and widening of the integration. 
· How to ensure the sustainability of new associations under the conditions of political leadership changes and the influence of external forces? How to deal with competition issues between the two countries within the framework of the integration space?

· How to move towards a common market and overcome the obstacles to achieving the four freedoms (goods, services, capital and labor) in the economic integration space?

· How to ensure innovative development and availability of new knowledge for all participants of the integration process?
5. Problematization 
The global financial and economic crisis at the present stage of globalization has revealed the problems that are unique, diverse in content and do not have standard solutions. 
   
The complexity of the exit from the current situation needs to clarify the ontological framework, within which the representatives of business, government and international associations should align their strategies. 
             The identification of a new mainstream also requires a review of the question of what will be a new phase of globalization.
This framework can be identified by the following main characteristics of the modern world: 
1. We live in a rapidly changing world with a high degree of uncertainty and a low degree of predictability.

2. We live in a rapidly shrinking world, where the impact of (pressure) on the decisions made at any level increases significantly. 

3. The basic process of the modern world is a mental activity and the key resource for the development is the knowledge and intelligence. 

4. The main guarantee of the existence of a nation becomes the state border, and the preservation of identity. 

5. The self-expression and self-realization is the basic and well-perceived need of a modern man.
The aforementioned characteristics of the modern world are also challenges. This project aims to identify core competencies and institutions that are required to respond to these challenges and to prove or reject the hypothesis of (in) efficiency of joint efforts. 
            It is obvious that in the diversity of approaches to building the architecture of the modern world order, many countries are in search of new forms of association, including regional ones, which take into account their specific conditions, problems and interests. 
           For the countries of the Eurasian region, the choice of the model of self-organization is extremely important, which will enable sustainable development, taking into account the megatrends.
6. Method of the study  
The study will be use concepts, approaches and tools of the theory of institutionalism and neo-institutionalism at the junction with the methodological approaches of Moscow methodological school. 
7. Main conceptual apparatus 
For the purpose of this study by saying integration we mean an interaction between subjects, which leads to the creation of new or the transformation of existing institutions, mapping out identical relationship, the same rules and the overall environment for business, citizens and their associations. 
Under the high level of integration we mean an interaction between subjects, which leads to the creation of supranational institutions with delegated rights and powers. 
By saying average level of integration we mean an interaction between subjects, which leads to the weak institutionalization of relations only through a contract and / or agreement. 
By saying a low level of integration we mean an interaction between subjects, which involves building relationships based on addressing short-term and medium-term objectives in specific areas of activities.

In this study, by saying the glocalization we refer to a regional integration, which allows positioning the new association as a subject of international division of labor in the global world.    
Under the development objectives we mean the accumulation of potential for long-term and sustainable human well-being, in accordance with the declared values.
 By saying institutions we mean a set of standards developed by the code of conduct that shape and govern the relationship between people, including creating structures that are able to develop their own codes of conduct and monitor their implementation. 
Institutions help the people to form expectations of a specific mode of action from other people. Well-functioning institutions are characterized by the coincidence of the behavior of people with elaborated stereotypes and norms and meet the emerging expectations. 
By artificial-natural development we mean the ability of subjects to make self-determination with respect to the current process with identification of natural and artificial ingredients.
Nothing in the activity is artificial or natural in itself; it becomes such, depending on the position occupied by the subject in the work. 
The real principle of self-determination in the activities in relation to its material and subject matter, giving rise for the activity (exposure and initiation factors, the manifestations of freedom and creativity) and passivity (assuming a given, considering the factors and conditions that follow the patterns). 
            Artificial side, adjustable by the goals and consciously used by the norms, shall be expressed in terms of standards, projects, goals, and the natural side is described in terms of objectified phenomena, environmental conditions, spontaneous processes in terms of patterns and behaviors. 
  
Subjectness for the purposes of this study refers to a person or group of persons with rights, responsibilities and opportunities to influence the process and emerging relationships that directly or indirectly create new integration institutions. 
8. Baseline scenario for the Eurasian economic space  
The scenario space presupposes a scenario matrix describing the baseline scenario ("inevitable future") to a Eurasian economic space, as well as deriving from it options of 2 scenarios and their evaluation in terms of development. 
           Under each of the scenarios it is proposed of description the scenario subjects with mentioning of their goal-setting, historical, geographical, conceptual framework of scenario, advancing hypotheses and scenarios target setting, mechanisms to account for the effect of objective and subjective factors on the scenario, as well as myth-factorial filling of the scenarios.  
As a baseline an evolutionary scenario is proposed, which is based on institutions formed within the Eurasian Economic Space. 
 
The other scenarios will be considered as opportunities or risks for the baseline (dynamic and stagnation). 
In terms of development goals, the developed scenarios will be evaluated at the macro and micro levels of the market. 
            Macro-level assumes an analysis of three basic, but different by the dimensions, effects: 
            Redistribution effect: market integration will lead to positive economies of scale; i.e., more efficient use of means of production, labor and capital, which increases the overall well-being; 
           Effect of accumulation: the integration will be an incentive for investment by improving the productivity of the means of production, which in turn will lead to an increase in consumption and innovation; 
           Localization effect: geographic location means of production is optimized as a result of the integration, which will lead to specialization and a more rational use of resources.   
The microeconomic level of the study is to analyze the effects on trade in goods, services, movement of people and capital, as well as measured in various ways the degree of market integration, and their impact on the trend of convergence of prices, competition, and to influence the static and dynamic efficiency (e.g., innovation), and well as the diversity and higher performance at the level of companies. 
In addition to the aforementioned assessments, the subjective indicators of the integration will be of great importance as well, which are measured by the methods of sociological research and public opinion polls. 
            Even if the official statistics and factual research shows further integration among the member states of the integration space, while developing the strategies, it is important to take into account the evaluation of the population of these states. The research tools will consist of questions on the scope of economic, political, cultural and socio-psychological aspects of public life. 80% of the questionnaires will consist of regular issues and 20% vary from year to year depending on the current processes and situational factors.

1. Dynamic scenario 
Assumes:
· a clear statement of the declared objectives; 

· a good designed of the reforms, their consistency, uniformity and compliance with the institutional needs of the economy;

· monitoring of the progress towards the goals, assessment of the gap between the declared values ​​and the situation; 

· use of the techniques the artificial-natural development, continued development of the projects, the creation of supranational institutions with competence and responsibility; 
· opportunities and existence of an authority to develop new competencies and the elimination of the old ones and thus the flexibility to respond to contemporary challenges; 
· quality of the new institutions shall provide equal exercise of "freedom" in the whole space. The behavioral patterns and behavior of the people change.
This scenario is characterized by a high degree of integration
2. Evolutionary scenario 
Assumes:
· development, which occurs in an environment where goals are constantly changing depending on the current situation; 

· a permanent change of the reform program; 

· weak monitoring of the gap between the stated goals and the current situation;
· natural development without the project approach;

· prevalence of the competence of the subjects of integration over the competences of supranational institutions;

· delay of the processes to eliminate the old competencies and complexity of creating new competences for supranational institutions;

· differences in the implementation of the four freedoms; 

· change in the behavioral pattern and the behavior of people, mainly under the influence of objective circumstances. 
Average degree of integration 
3. Stagnation scenario  

Assumes:
· irrelevance of the declared objectives and simultaneous veiling of the real ones; 

· monitor on a formal basis and is a fictitious, as the results of integration are not evaluated;

· a combination of natural and natural-artificial; 

· lack of interest of the subjects in the real transfer of competences to supranational institutions;

· inability to introduce effective institutions to ensure equal enjoyment of the freedom all over the integration space;

· new behavioral patterns are contradictory and form chaotically. 
Characterized by a low degree of integration.
9. What’s next? 
For project participants: 
Organization of a conference to discuss the content of the project, the research methodology, the development of work plans, coordination of the timing of the project, negotiations with potential customers.

For political leaders and researchers: 
Preparation of presentations, development of recommendations, identifying key stakeholder Think Tanks and organization of discussions, conferences and seminars. 
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